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each according to his ability, to each according to
his needs/5

But no government exists, and no system has ever
been invented by the ingenuity of man, in which
something can be divided which has not been pro-
duced.

The process of equalizing wages between skilled
and unskilled, between efficient and inefficient
workers, was disastrous to the productivity of the
industries, since it took away from the skilled or
efficient worker the incentive to do his best.

Thus the communists were caught in a vicious
economic circle. Their dictatorial policy of exclud-
ing dissenters had eliminated the old intelligentsia.
The leveling-off process, far from increasing the
production of the unskilled and inefficient worker,
operated only to decrease that of the trained and
efficient worker.

The lowered productivity of the nation only in-
creased the evils of the economic environment that
the Bolsheviks were trying to adjust. Of course
there were other elements and factors which aggra-
vated this difficult economic condition, such as the
complete lack of co-operation on the part of the
peasants and the breakdown of transportation, as a
result of which carloads of food would be rotting